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Rudy Lee, Assistant Deputy Director
Los Angeles County Flood Control District
900 S. Fremont Ave., Annex Building 2nd Floor

Alhambra, California 91803

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION FOR PROPOSED DEVILS ‘GATE ‘DAM |
INTERIM MEASURES PROJECT (Corps’ Project No. 2011-00516-CO), LOS .-NGELES
RIVER, CITY OF PASADENA, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Flle No. 10~ 17()) Ce

D_ear Mr. Lee:

Board staff has reviewed your request on behalf of Los Angeles County Flood: tfc')ll ‘District S
(Applicant) for a Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certlﬁcatlon forthe | above—-
referenced project. Your apphcatlon was deemed complete on June 1, 2011. g v

TR

I hereby issue an order certifying that any dlSChal ge from the referenced project Wlll comply with

the applicable provisions of sections 301 (Effluent Limitations), 302 (Water ‘QualityiiRelated
Effluent Limitations), 303 (Water Quality Standards and Implementation” Plans)y 306 (National
Standards ‘of Performance), and 307 (Tox1c and Pretreatment Effluent Standards) ‘of the'iClean
Water Act, and with other applicable requirements of State law. This discharge is also regulated
under State Water Resources Control Board Order No. 2003 - 0017 - DWQ, "General Waste
Dlscharge Reqmrements f01 Dredge and Flll Dlscharges that have ICCClVCd State Waier Qua“hty

The Applicant shall be liable civilly for any violations of this Certification in aocordance with the
California Water Code. This Certification does not eliminate the Applicant’s responsibility to
comply with any other applicab’le laws, requirements and/or permits.

Should you have questlons concerning this Certification ac‘uon please contact Valerle Carrillo,
Lead, Section 401 Program, at (213) 576-6759.

éww-i/é // PR “ - . | :S—W \U\.’3,1'°1\
Samuel Unger, P.E. < : ‘Date
Executive Officer '

California Environmental Protection Agency
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Jemellee Cruz ‘
“ . Los Angeles Flood Control District ™ o

900 S. Fremont.Ave., Annex. Buﬂdmg2nd Floor
Alhambra, Callforma 91803

Bill Orme (via'electronic copy)

State Water Resources Control Board |
Division of Water Quality

P.O. Box 944213

Sacramento, CA 94244-2130

Sarah Rains (via electronic copy)
California Department of Fish and Game, .
Streambed Alteration: Team
4949 View RidgeAvenue .~ . ;.f'_g Lo
San Diego, CA 92123 :

Cherry Oo (via electronic copy)

U.S.-Army Corps of Engineers ... ... -
Regulat@ry Braneh, Los. Angeles Dlstrmt

P.O. Box 532711 Y
Los Angeles, CA 90033 9325

: Euc Rafﬁm (via: electromc COpy) .
U.S. Env1ronmenta1 Protection Agency, Reg1on 9

Sau ancléco CA 94105

: 'J 1 Bartel o
US. Flsh and W11dhfe Serv1ce
6010 Hidden Valley Road

- Carlsbad, CA 92009
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1. Applicant:

2. Applicant’s Agent:

i

JUEINE £ B SAY 1N

3. ‘Project Name:

AR

- 4.::Project-Location: .+

5. Type of Project:

6. Project Purpose:

ATTACHMENT A

ject Information'
tile No. 10-170°

) Raudy Lee, Assistant Deputy‘Drrector

* Flood Mamtenance Divisionei s

Los Angeles Flood Control Dlsmct

900 South Fremont Ave:”
‘Alhambra;, Cahferma 91 803

{

~ “Jemellee Cruz . ’

B Fel Angeles Flood Conuol District
.900 :South. Fremont Ave., Annex Building 211c1 Floor
v"Alhambla Cahforma 91803 s

T I Ph@ne (626) 458- 4170 ,,,,, Fax (626) 979-4150

Dev11 s Gate Dam Intenm Measures Sediment Removal Project

o . Devilis Gate vReservoir, Los_ Angeles County ‘

Latitude Longitude

34.185304  118.173594
34:188164 118.172312
34.190485 1118.171151
34.191744 ©118.172148
134192399 - 118.175161
34.190342 118177262
©34.188164 .- 118.178023
1118.175521

34.185300
Sediment removal in Devils Gate vR'eservoir

The intent of the proposed project is to remove sediment and

- provide’ dam maintenance within a limited area of the reservoir,

next to the-dam face.

In 2009,-the Stailon Fire. burned nea11y 100% of the undeveloped
watershed of Devil’s Gate Reservoir, significantly increasing the
watershed’s debris runoff potential. The 2009-10 storm season
resulted in the deposmon of approximately 1,000,000 cubic yards of
debris within the reservoir. This sudden debris accumulation buried
the dam’s sluice. gate :and threatens to block the other outlets and

7 spﬂlway ports. Additionally, the debris has reduced the reservoir’s
S TEMAINIng . yolume to the point of no longer having .capacity to.
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7. Project Description:

ATTACHMENT A

Project Inform‘xtxon
File No. 10- 170

safely:contain_ another 31gn1ﬁcam debris event. There is a risk of
ﬂoodmg‘-and dcbns_ flows below the dam. '

The pl oposcd plOJect consists of the following:
e Restoring. the access road to the sluice gate in [ront of the
dam. ) '
e Replacing the existing wooden boom logs. )
ez ¥Installing -a- new - set of anchor points to allow safc and
susflexibleranchoring of the boom logs. _
e Anifiiallyremoving up to approximately 25 OOO cublc yards
~ of sediment from the face of the dam.
~e Modifi¢ation of the existing trash rack to reduce.the opening
. and extendmg it appmxunately 39 feet up to the sp111way
‘;ﬁi.iifp@rt Tholes. . Ny
o Installing 200 feet of new catwalk on the upstream face of
snithe spillway, replacing 100 feet of damaged Jadder-system
. on the face of the dam.
¢ Modification.-of the existing Altadena West Storm Drain,
which discharges into the east bank of the reservoir just
upstream éffﬂ1e darn by adding a new blowoff outlet. '

The area of sediment: removal will be within apprommately 100 feet
of the dam face to minimize clogging and/or other impacts. The
sediment 1emova1 area will not impact existing willow habitat
within the reservoir. This interim sediment removal shall be
conducted annually, while the long-term sediment removal
activities will be determined with the development of a project EIR
for the Devil’s Gate Reservoir.”

- In order to avoid hauling sediment through the residential areas, the

sediment ‘will be placed within a 2.75 acre spreading ground area
(City of Pasadena’s Johnson’s Field) as a temporary measure until
the long-term sediment removal plan is developed. This.2.75-acre

“site is located on the northeastern side of the reservoir,

approximately 1000 feet from the sediment removal area. Since the
completion and apploval date of the EIR is unknown, LACFCD
may ‘be required to remove stockpiled material from Johnson’s
Field, if necessary and on as-needed basis, to ensure that there’s
enough capacity at Johnson’s Field for additional sediment removed
from the face of the dam. Once an EIR is approved, the sediment
placed in Johnson’s Field will be removed. This spreading basin,

““also krnown- as Johnson’s Field” (a “baseball ﬁeld) has ot been ey
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8. Federal Agency/Permit:

\l 9. Other Requlred
Regulatory Approvals

1 O Cahforma

- 12. Designated Beneficial
~ Uses:

13. Impacted Waters of the
United States: ‘

14. Dredge Volume:

15. Related Projects
Implemented/to be
Implemented by the
Applicant:

16. Avoidance/
Minimization
~ Activities:

T onmen‘cal Quahty e

ATTACHMENT A

Project Trifermatiod
File:No. 10-170

operated as a spreading-basin for. the last 25 years. The oak trees
and willow trees will not be 1mpacted w1th1n this area.
ARSI RS i
U.S. Army Corps of Enolneers
NWP No 31. (2011 00516 CO)

S THRIRES 1\'

Streambed Alterauon Agreement ‘1 600—2006 0204-R5
The pr oposed project 1s Categouoally Exempt from CEQA pursuam
to the CEQA Guldehnes Seotlon 13301 Ex1st1nc Facﬂmes

-1-« 1

Arroyo Seco Wash (upper) (Hydrologlc Umt No 405 32)

;‘w’\’»;a’i; ,f,f,!\.;,,-w;

MUN#*, GWR REC-1, REC- 2, WARM WILD RARE MIGR
*Con‘d-'itlonal berieficial use

Non-wetland waters (streambed): 0.55 permément acres
(170 feet by 140 feet sediment removal area)

None

Los Angeles County Flood Control District intends to continue
regular maintenance of this flood control facility for the purpose of

" proper functioning of the flood control system. LACFCD is in the

process of preparing an EIR for the long-term sediment removal
activities within this reservoir..

The Applicant has proposed - to implemen‘f several Best’

. Management Practices, including, but not limited to, the following:

« The contractor will be required to follow Public Works Standard,
Specifications' pertaining to project site maintenance and
construction activities. '

« Construction will occur outside the rainy season.

. Any trash, debris, refuse, and cleared vegetation will be removed
and disposed of according to local waste refusal programs.

« The ecpuipn'lent;f used during construction will mot be stored in the =~
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ATTACHMENT A
Project Information

File No. 10-170

streambed.

. The sediment removal areas - will be dry during the time of

construction.
17. Proposed . The Applicant has not proposed any compensatory mitigation, since
Compensatory Mitigation: the project activities will only remove sediment from the area

adjacent to the dam face. This project is an interim sediment
removal, which avoids the maj ority of the 50+ acre reservoir.

18. Requu ed The Regional Board will, not Lequu'e any compensatory, mitigation
Compensatory Mltlgatmn ‘ for this interim sediment removal project. For future . long-term
©  gediment removal within . other portions of the TESErvoir,

compensatory mitigation will be required.
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ATTACHMENT B

‘Conditions of:Certification
File'No. 10-170

STANDARD CONDITIONS

, 1t t0' §386O of. Tltle 23 of the Cahfouna Code of Regulations (23 Ci R) the followmg
three standard condmons shall apply to this plO_] ect: _ T helig

K _.g,u.\‘_. i b i ;"\ i
1. " This Certlﬁcauon action is subJect to modification or revocation upgn admlmstratlve or
judicial review, mcludmg review and amendment pursuant to §13330 of the Ca11f01ma

) Watel Code and Article 6 (commencmg with 23 CCR §3867). NPT

2. This Certlﬁcauon action: is pot intended and shall not be construed to- apply foany: actlvuy
nvolvmg a hydroelectnc facﬂlty and requiring a Federal Enerﬁy Regulatory C01mmss1on ,

ant to 23 CCR Subseotmn 3855
“FERC Ticense or amendment to g

it ' droelectnc fac111ty Was bemg sought

3. Certification 1s condttloned upon total payment of any fee requlred pursuant to ?3 CCR
apter 28 and owed” by the Apphcant coomEDer wREs v S

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS

i

_Pursuant to 23 CCR §3859(a) the Apphcant shall comply W1th the followmg addltlonal
condmons

L. The Apphcant shall subrmt to- thls Regional Board copies of any other fmaI pemuts and
agreements requlred for this projett, including, but not limited 1¢, the U:S. v Corps of
‘_-Engmeers (ACOE). Sec’uon 404 Peimit and the California Depa.rtment of Fishiand Game’s
" (CDFG) Streambed Alteta‘uon Agreement. These documents shall be submltted prlor to

- any discharge to waters' -of the State.

i

2. The Apphceint shall adhere to the most stringent conditions indicated with either this
Cetfification, the . CDFG’S Streambed Alteration Agreement, or the AC.E Sectton 404

Permlt

‘3. The Apphcant shall comply with all water quality objectives, prohibitions, and policies set
forth in the Water Quality Control Plan Los Angeles Region (1994), as amended.

4. The Avoidanoe/Mmmlzatlon activities proposed by the Apphcant as described in
Attachment A, No. 16, are incorporated as additional conditions herein.

5. The Applicant and all contractors employed by the Applicant shall have copies of this -

Certification, and all other regulatory approvals for this pIO_] ect on site at aH tlmes and shall
- be familiar with all:conditionsset forth, , : : :
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- ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File.No. 10-170

s iy . "

Fueling, lubrication, maintenance, operation, and storage of vehicles and equipment shall

.. -not result in‘adischarge or.a-threatened discharge to waters of the State.. At no time shall the

10.

" waste areas shall be visually marked prior to any

Alf waste and/or dredg‘e"d‘ material removedshallberelocated toalegal pomtofdl :

Board for further information.. .- -

Applicant use any vehicle or equipment :which ;lcak'fs..-an_:ly..:sybstancé,.Jtha;,_ti may Ampact water
quality. Staging and storage areas for vehicles and equipment shall be located outside of

All excavation, construction, :or “maint .activities shall follow. ’bersj;.,,ma:ngggnem

practices to minimize impacts to water quality"énd beneficial uses. Dust control activities .
.shal_f’l;‘b__.‘e.-gog‘dugted in such amanner:that:will not produce downstream runoff:

orzanyzother substances assqgiated wi
¢ ely i wat standards, shall be located in a man :
1lt-in‘a discharge or a threatened discharge to ‘waters of the State. Designated spoi
cavation and/or construction, acti
and storage of the materials shall be confined to these areas. “ : B

L laegeritemaar o : e
fas RIS I - Lo 303

‘applicable. A legal point of disposal is defined as one for which Waste Di—sdé‘}'iar-ge

Requirements have been established by a California Regional Water-Quality Control Board,
and is in full compliance therewith. Pleasé contact the Land Disposal Unit, at the Regional

The Applic.ant shall implement all necessary control measures. to prevent the degré&aﬁ&i of

swater.quality from the proposed project in order to maintain compliance with the Basin Plan.
.- The discharge-shall meet.all effluent ;limi‘g@tiqns .and toxic.and effluent standards established
to.comply-with the applicable water quality, standards .and. other -appropriate reguirements,

-;. . including, the provisions of Sections 301,302, 303, ,3,06,,.and' 307 of the Clean Water Act.

11.

12.

This Certification does not authorize the discharge, by the applicant for any. ch(_:? activity

than specifically described in the 404 Permit.

The- discharge. shall not: la) degrade surface, water communities and populations including
vertebrate, invertebrate, and plant species; b) promote the breeding of mosquitoes, gnats,

* black flies, midges, or other pests; c) alter the color, create visual contrast with the natural

appearance, nor cause aesthetically undesirable discoloration of the receiving waters; d)

* cause formation of sludge deposits; or &) adversely affect.any designated beneficial uses.

The Applicant shall allow the Regional Board and its authorized representative entry to the
premises, including all mitigation sites, to inspect and undertake any activity to determine .
compliance with this Certification, or as otherwise authorized by the California Water Code.

Application of pesticides must be ,supervised by a certified applicator and be in conformance

- with manufacturer’s specifications for use:“Compounds -used”must-be appropriate-to- the=-— m- 55 <o
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ATTACHMENT B

Condmons -of"C.ertLﬁcatmn ‘

target species and habitat. All pesticides directed toward.aquatic species.must be- app1 oved
by the Regional Board. Pesticide utilization shall be in accordance with State Water
- Resources Comml ‘Board Water Quality Order . Nos 2@04 0008-DWQ .and 2004-0009-

e ?:.D-_’_l Q’
14. The Appllcant shall not conduct any constr uct1on actlyltles within watels of the State during

"a rainfall event. The Applicant shall maintain a flve-day (5-day) clear weather forecast
e 'before cenducimg any operatlons within waters of the State.

15. 'Th Apphcant "shall ut1hze the serv1ces of a quallﬁed bloleglst wlth expemse in rlparlan

b ,iavallable upon request from thls Regmnal Board for oonsultat1on . ' eurs of
request of consultation. : : R !

16.7"No -activities’ shall mvolve wet -excavations (i.e., no excavafions shall 'occur below the
seasonal thh water table) A minimum : foot buffer zone shall “be- mamtamed ab@ve the

‘ A-B ardamd ebtam -any necessary NPDES permlts/Waste D1scharge Requuements prlor to
dlscharcmg waste. ‘ .

17. All pl‘O_] ject/maintenance activities not included in this Cemﬁca‘uon and whlch may requne a

pel:m1t st be reported to the Regiondl Board for appropriate -permitting:  Bank

'Stablhzatlon and grading; as well as any, othel ground.disturbances, are-subject 1o restoration
_‘and 1evegetat10n requlrements and may requlre additional Certification. action.

18. All surface waters, 1ncluc11110 ponded waters, shall be dgverted away from areas undergoing
grading, construction, excavation, vegetation removal, and/or any other activity which may
result in a discharge to the receiving water. If surface water diversions are-anticipated, the
Applicant shall develop and submit a Surface Water Diversion Plan (plan) to this Regional
Board. The plan shall include the proposed method and duration of diversion activities,
structure configuration, construction materials, equipment, erosion and sediment controls,

' and a map or drawing indicating the locations of diversion and discharge points.

Contingency measures shall be a part of this plan to address various flow discharge rates.

The plan shall be submitted prior to any surface water diversions. If surface flows are

present, then upstream and downstream monitoring for the following shall be anlemented
.pH :

. temperature
~ .dissolved oxygen
tul'bldlty L T
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19.

20.

ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification
File No. 10-170

. total suspended solids(TSS) : . .

Analyses must.be performed using approved US Environmental Protection Agency methods,
where applicable. These constituents shall be measured at least once prior to diversion and
then monitored for on a daily basis during the first week of diversion and/or dewatering

activities, and then on a weekly basis, thereafter, until the in-stream work is complete.

2

Results of the analyses shall be submitted to this Regional Board by the 15’ch day of each ‘

subsequent sampling month. A map or drawing indicating the Jocations of samphng points
shall be included with each submittal. Diversion activities shall not result in the degradation
of beneficial uses or exceedance of water quality -objectives. of the. recelving waters.
Downstream: TSS shall be maintained at ambient levels. Where.natural turbidity is. between

-0 and 50 Nephelometrlc Turbidity Units (NTU), increases shall not. exceed 70% Whe1c
natural turbidity -is greater than 50 NTU, increases shall not . exceed 10% Any such

violations may cresult in corrective and/or enforcement acu_ons : mcludmg 1nc1eased
monitoring and.sample collection.

The Applicant shall restore all areas ‘of TEMPORARY IMPACTS to, waters of the United
States and all other areas of temporary disturbance which could result in a d1scharge or a
threatened discharge to waters of the State. Restoration shall .include grading of disturbed
areas {o pre-project.contours.and revegetation with native species. Restored areas shall be
monitored .and maintained with native species as necessary for five years. The Apphcam
shall implement all necessary Best Management Practices to control erosion and runoff from

areas associated with this project.

“The Applicant shall submit to this Regional Board a'PrOject 'Mo'nitoiri‘ng Reports by

January 1% of the year following project completion. The Report shall describe in detail all

of the project/construction activities performed during the previous year and all restoration

efforts; including percent survival by plant species and percent cover. At a mrmmum the
Report shall include the following documentation:

(a) Color photo documentation of the pre- and post-project site conditions;

(b) Geographical Positioning System (GPS) coordrna’ces in decrmal degrees format
outhmncr the boundary of the project areas; :

(c) The overall status of project including a detailed schedule of work

(d) Copie_s of all permits revised as required in Additional Condition 1;

(e) Water quahty monitoring results for ‘each reach (as 1equ1red) complled in an easy to
interpret format; :

_i4of7A




ATTACHMENT B

hrs duly authonzed representatrve, : féuch representatlve 18 responsrble for the overall
operatlon of the facrhty from whrch dischar ge ormnates :

(d) F01 a mumcrpal StaLe or other pubhc facrhty, by BlThel‘ a pr1nc1pa1 executwe ofﬁcer )
j rankmg elected ofﬁcral or other duly authonzed employee RITRNEE :

22, Each"and any report submitted in accordance wrth thls Certlﬁcatron shall contam the
followrng completed declaration: “ o : o

' “I declare unde - penalty of law that this: document and all attachments were prepared under
m »ﬁdlrectlon _:r Supervision in accordance Wlth a system des1gned to- assure,tha qualrﬁed
personnel properly gather and evaluate the;' formatron submitted: Based 1! my
-'pErsen Or, persons who managed the system or thoses directly responsrbl,,:for gatherlng the
information, the information submitted 1s, to the-best of my knowledge:, and behef true,
accurate and complete. I am aware that there are significant penaltres for submlttmg false

information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

Executed-onthe  dayof __at

(Signature)
(Title)”

23. All communications regarding this project and submitted o this Regional Board shall
“identify the Project File Number 10-170. Submittals shall be sent to the attention of the 401

" Certification Unit.

74 Any modifications of the proposed project may requrre submrttal of a new Clean Water Act

50f7
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25.

26.

27.

28.

ATTACHMENT B

Conditions of Certification.
File No.10-170

P o) R

The ploject shal] comply with the local regulatlons assoc1aled with the Reglonal Board’s
Municipal -Stormwater. Permit issued :to. Los Angeles County and co- permittees under

NPDES No. CAS004001 and Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 01-182. This-

includes the :Standard Urban Storm' Water: Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) -and all related
implementing local ordinances and regulations for the control of stormwater pollution from

new development and redevelopment. The project shall also comply with all requirements

of the National Pollutant Discharge :Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for
Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activity, Order No. 2009- 009-DWQ.
All stormwater treatment systems shalibe located outside of any water of the State and shall

-not be used-as a wetland or rlparlan mlugatlon 01ed1t

Cove1age under this Certlﬁcatlon may be transfened to Lhe extent the underlymg federal
permit may legally be transferred -and furtherprovided:: that the -Applicant notifies the
Executive Officer at least 30 days before the proposed transfer date, and the notice includes
a written agreement between the existing and new Applicants containing a specific date of
coverage respon31b111ty for comphance with this Certification, and liability between them.

‘Q’i‘?‘ﬂ'"?" »~.~~sr»«,’-:v:r -.‘,-,_ t T3 osifipd

The Apphcant or 1helr agents shall teportany. noncompliance. Any such 1nformauon shall be

provided verbally to the Executive Officer within 24 hours from the time the Applicant
becomes aware. of the circumstances. A written:submission shall also be provided within
five days of the time the Applicant becomes aware -of ‘the c1rcumstances . The .written
submission shall contain a description of the noncompliance and its cause; the period of
noncompliance, including exact dates and times, and -if the noncompliance has .not -been

corrected; the .anticipated time it is expected to continue and steps taken or planned to -

reduce, eliminate and prevent recurrence of the noncompliance. The Executive Officer, or an

" authorized representative, may waive the written report on a case-by-case basis if the oral
- report has been received within 24 hours. :

Enforcemem.'

(a) In the event of any violation or threatened violation of the conditions of this
Certification, the violation or threatened violation shall be subject to any remedies,

penalties, process or sanctions as provided for under State law. For purposes of section

401(d) of the Clean Water Act, the applicability of any State law authorizing remedies,

_penalties, process or sanctions for the violation or threatened violation constitutes a
limitation necessary to assure compliance with the water quality standards and other
pertment requirements mcorporated 111to this Certlﬁcauon

(b) In response to a suspected violation of any condition of thls Certification, the State

Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) or Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB) may require the holder of any permit or license subject to this Certification

6of7
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ATTACHMENT B

‘Conditions of Certification
File No. 10-170

deems appropriate, provided that the burden, including costs, of the reports shall be a
~ reasonable relationship to the need for the reports and the benefits to be obtained from

the reports. ‘

In response to any violation of the conditions of this Certification, the. SWRCB or

RWQCB may add to or modify the conditions of this Certification as appropriate to

ensure compliance. | i

(©)

29. This Certification shall expire five (5) years from date of this Certification. The Applicant
shall submit a complete applicatiqn prior to termination of this Certification if renewal 1s

requested.
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